It was at this moment, under these circumstances, that she applied to me to perform an operation, which her medical adviser declared to be indispensable. At first, I imagined it to be an abscess of the cavity from the pus discharged, from the strange sensations experienced, and from the greater frequency of this disease over others peculiar to this part.
I inserted a trochar into the socket of the second molar, and instead of the gush of matter I had expected, the passage of the instrument was intercepted by a hard, dense, impregnable substance. The existence of an exostosis now forced itself on me. To make assurance doubly sure, I
had access to several of my medical friends, among whom, was Dr.
Geddings. On examination of the part, the consideration of the symptoms, the obstinate nature of the disease, they concurred with me in opinion, that an exostosis was present, and that the sole indication of relief was its extirpation. Accordingly, on the 18th of August, the above gentleman, with several others of the profession was present, when 1 proceeded to perform the operation. With a common scalpel I dissected away the gum from the canine teeth to the last molar, raised the flap which it made from the alveolar process, and with a trephine opened into the cavity. Success was easier than had been anticipated in consequence of the carious condition of the process which was so general on the affected side as to reach from the second incisor anteriorly to the pterygoid process posteriorly. In the loss of substance, the external parietes of the cavity shared, so that the bony tumour which filled up and occupied it, could be readily reached. The trephine was applied, the cavity enlarged, 
